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CITY OF CHICAGO’S “MUSIC WITHOUT BORDERS” 

INTERNATIONAL MUSIC SERIES DOUBLES IN SIZE IN 2007  
 

6 FREE CONCERTS TO BE PRESENTED AT MILLENNIUM PARK’ S JAY PRITZKER PAVILION 
June and July 2007 

 
The Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, Millennium Park presents the second year of the popular international music 
series, Music Without Borders, featuring traditional folk and pop artists from around the globe.  The series, which starts June 
24, 2007, consists of six free concerts at the Jay Pritzker Pavilion in Millennium Park.  Due to the popularity of this series, 
the line-up has expanded to six concerts – twice as many concerts as the previous summer.  Music Without Borders is part 
of the City of Chicago’s ongoing celebration of world music.  For more information, call 312.742.1168 or visit 
www.millenniumpark.org. 
 
“The response from last year’s launch of the Music Without Borders series was so overwhelmingly positive, it was only natural 
to increase the number of concerts this season,” said Michael Orlove, Program Director at the Chicago Department of Cultural 
Affairs.  “This international concert series in Millennium Park has really turned into a meeting ground for Chicago’s diverse 
communities.  It’s become a place where people from all over can join together to experience some of the world’s most 
interesting music in a venue that is unlike anything else.” 
 
 
CONCERT SCHEUDLE 
 
ENZO AVITABILE & BOTTARI 
Sunday, June 24, 6:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enzo Avitabile grew up in Italy listening to jazz and blues in the bars frequented by Yankee GIs stationed in Naples.  He fell in 
love with American soul and R&B and mastered the saxophone, cementing his knowledge of the mechanics of music at the 
conservatory of San Pietro a Maiella.  His fascinations with folklore of the Campania region eventually lead him to the bottari, 
or barrel-beaters of Portico di Caserta.  During the past five years he has been researching, resurrecting and mutating the 
ancient tradition of the bottari, or “barrel beaters.”  It has proven a hypnotic collaboration that has been preserved to perfection 
on his CD Save The World on Wrasse Records.  This is the group’s Chicago debut. 
 

-MORE- 



 
 
 
 
DOUBLE BILL: 
CARLINHOS BROWN/ANDY PALACIO & THE GARIFUNA COLLECT IVE 
Wednesday, June 27, 6:30 pm 

 
Antonio Carlos Santos de Freitas is a Brazilian musician from Salvador, Bahia.  After falling in 
love with the music of James Brown, he took Brown as his surname.  His music is a mixture of 
Brazilian and rock and soul music.  In the 1990s, he became known nationally and internationally 
as the leader of the musical group, Timbalada, which consisted of more than 100 percussionists 
and singers, called "timbaleiros," the majority of them young kids from the Candeal neighborhood 
of Salvador, where Carlinhos was born.  The music consists of heavy percussive rhythms and 
Caribbean and Afro-Brazilian-influenced musical styles.  This is Brown’s Chicago debut.      
 
 
Internationally, Belize's best-known performing artist and cultural preservationist is Andy Palacio, 
a Garifuna singer born and raised in the southern Garifuna fishing village Barranco.  Appointed 
Belizean Cultural Ambassador and Deputy Administrator of the National Institute of Culture and 
History in 2004, Andy Palacio continues to live in Belize, where he promotes Belizean art and 
culture.  This is Palacio’s Chicago debut. 
 
 

 
DOUBLE BILL: 
SEUN KUTI & EGYPT 80, WITH SPECIAL GUEST DJ RICH ME DINA 
Thursday, June 28, 6:30 pm 

 
Seun Kuti from Nigeria is a great exponent of Afro Beat, the explosive political music invented 
by his father, Fela Kuti in the 1970s.  Seun plays with Egypt 80, Fela’s original band, directing 
the great musical legacy into the future.  The music features hard, big band jazz, and Afro funk 
with pulsating rhythms and incisive political messages.  Seun Kuti's 22-piece band boasts 
punching brass and rocking bass sections, complementing his dexterity on the saxophone and 
keyboards.  This is Kuti’s Chicago debut. 
 
 
The first time DJ Rich Medina heard Diana Ross’s 1976 hit “Love Hangover” in the family living 
room, he knew he wanted to be a DJ.  When he’s writing music, whether in collaboration with 
other musicians or a personal project, Medina always aims to inject a universal notion of the 
need for change.  Rich Medina holds DJ residencies at prominent venues throughout the 
country and has been a fixture on the Philly nightlife scene for the past decade.  Medina, a 
renaissance man, articulate performer and a down and dirty DJ, is an artist who transforms the 
average experience of any club or venue, giving his audience a night of music to remember. 
 

DOUBLE BILL: 
TOUMANI DIABATÉ & THE SYMMETRIC ORCHESTRA, WITH VIE UX FARKA TOURÉ  
Thursday, July 12, 6:30 pm 

 
Malian musician Toumani Diabaté is a master of the kora (West African harp-lute).  He has collaborated 
with the likes of Salif Keita, Ballake Sissoko, Taj Mahal, Peter Gabriel, Spain's flamenco-fusion band 
Ketama and countless jazz musicians.  His latest project, featuring the 15-piece band The Symmetric 
Orchestra, is to musically recreate the Mandé Empire that stretched across West Africa, to revive a 
cultural space that included Guinea, Senegal, Burkino Faso, the Ivory Coast, and had Mali at its heart.  
Toumani’s intent is to incorporate the authentic, traditional sensibilities with a modern outlook.  The 
name “Symmetric” illustrates that the balance between the elements is even, with each instrument 
contributing equally to the flow.  For this concert, he will be joined by a horn section of Chicago’s top 
Jazz musicians, including Josh Berman (cornet),�Jeb Bishop (trombone), Aaron Getsug (saxophone), 
and�Nate LePine (saxophone). 
 

-MORE- 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Since his childhood, Vieux Farka Touré has been deeply inspired by the music of his father, Ali 
Farka Touré.  Growing up in Mali’s capital, Bamako, as well as in his father’s hometown of 
Niafunké in the Sahara desert – both teeming with rich musical life – Vieux proved himself a 
precocious talent as a drummer and calabash player.  In 1999, Vieux decided to take his destiny 
into his own hands.  He performed in France and South Africa and began to accompany his father 
on guitar.  His own stunning compositions introduced new sounds and influences into the tradition 
of desert blues from Northern Mali.  His debut album Vieux Farka Touré (Modiba 
Productions/World Village) features his late father and legend of West African music.  This was the 
ultimate expression of approval of his son’s path, and in these historic recordings at Studio 
Bogolan, Ali officially passed Vieux the torch with which to light his way. 
 

 
SAMBASUNDA  
Monday, July 23, 6:30 pm 

 
SambaSunda come from Bandung, the bustling capital and cultural center of Western 
Java, more commonly known as Sunda.  The Sundanese are the second largest ethnic 
group in Indonesia with a unique language and culture.  In fast-changing Indonesia, new 
generations of musicians are taking on the task of redefining their rich musical heritage 
for the new millennium.  The 17-piece ensemble, SambaSunda brings together a 
dazzling array of instruments and influences to create a new style Gamelan orchestra 
and the most exciting musical voice out of the archipelago today.  The group updates the 
lilting sounds of Sundanese gamelan degung and the angklung bamboo instruments by 
adding elements of Jakarta's kroncong, Sunda's jaipong, Balinese kebyar and Brazilian 
samba rhythms. This is the group’s US debut. 

 
 
GERARDO NUNEZ FLAMENCO ENSEMBLE, FEATURING SIMON SH AHEEN AND NISHAT KHAN  
Sunday, July 29, 6:30 pm 

 
Gerardo Nunez  began his apprenticeship with the great Rafael el Águila, and was only fourteen years 
old when he was accompanying such great flamenco singers as Tío Gregorio el Borrico, Terremoto, 
Indio Gitano and many others.  In his triple roles of composer, concert guitarist and accompanier, he 
has participated in some of the most diverse musical settings nationally and internationally.  As a skilled 
guitarist he has experiences in jazz and many other genres and is a leader of integrating the “jondo” 
sound into other musical schemes, which has come to be known as fusion.  He composes enormously 
rich and complex music, without losing the strength of the flamenco reference; and he performs with the 
technical capacity of a real virtuoso.  Gerardo Nunez will perform with his own ensemble in addition to 
collaborating with Palestinian ‘ud virtuoso Simon Shaheen and Nishat Khan, who is one of the foremost 
virtuosos of the sitar. 
 

Simon Shaheen dazzles his listeners as he deftly leaps from traditional Arabic sounds to jazz and 
Western classical styles.  His soaring technique, melodic ingenuity, and unparalleled grace have 
earned him international acclaim as a virtuoso on the 'oud and violin.  Shaheen’s work incorporates 
and reflects a legacy of Arabic music, and this unique contribution to the world of arts was recognized 
in 1994 when Shaheen was honored with the prestigious National Heritage Award at the White 
House.  His concert credits are a veritable compendium of the world's greatest venues including 
Carnegie Hall, Kennedy Center, Cairo's Opera House, Theatre de la Ville in Beirut, and Belgium's Le 
Palais des Arts. 
 

 
Undeniably the foremost virtuoso of the sitar, Nishat Khan  transcends all musical barriers with 
his provocative emotional expression and supreme technical mastery.  Heir to the 400-year old 
tradition of India's most renowned musical family, Khan flawlessly integrates the discipline and 
technique of his ancestors with his own distinctive musical approach.  Having performed since 
the tender age of 7, his extraordinary command of the instrument is unequalled.  In modern 
contexts Nishat Khan's virtuosity has been compared to such luminaries as "Jimi Hendrix" 
(Chicago Sun-Times) and "Bach" (Washington Times) because of the ingenious, very personal 
interpretation of his musical heritage. 
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Music Without Borders is supported by a grant from the Governor’s International Arts Exchange program of the Illinois Arts 
Council.  WBEZ is the official media sponsor of Music Without Borders.  United Airlines is the Official Airline for Music Without 
Borders.  The Fairmont Chicago is the Official Hotel for Music Without Borders. 
 
About Millennium Park 
Millennium Park is located in the heart of downtown Chicago.  It is bordered by Michigan Avenue to the east, Columbus Drive 
to the west, Randolph Street to the north and Monroe Street to the south.  Convenient parking is located in the Millennium 
Park Garage (entrance on Columbus at Monroe or Randolph) and at the Grant Park North and East Monroe Garages, all 
located within a short walking distance to Millennium Park. 
 
Millennium Park is an award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape design. The result of a unique 
partnership between the City of Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park features the work of world-
renowned architects, planners, artists and designers.  Among Millennium Park's prominent features are the Frank Gehry-
designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of its kind in the United States; the interactive 
Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of Gustafson Guthrie Nichols, Piet 
Oudolf and Robert Israel; and Anish Kapoor's hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture.  Since its opening in July 2004, 
Millennium Park has hosted millions of people, making it one of the most popular destinations in Chicago. 
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